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Unit I Overview

Content Area: AP U.S.  Government and Politics
Unit Title: Constitutional Underpinnings
Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will examine the failures arising from the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, the
Constitutional Convention and the development of the Constitution, the arguments for and the creation of the
Bill of Rights, how Federalism has grown and changed over the life of the country, the effect of the Supreme
Court on the law and how the Constitution impacts all Americans today.

Interdisciplinary Standards:

RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms
over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

RI.11-12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.2.12.ETW.4: Research historical tensions between environmental and economic considerations as driven by human needs
and wants in the development of a technological product and present the competing viewpoints.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills:
9.2.12.CAP.13: Analyze how the economic, social, and political conditions of a time period can affect the labor market.

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about
how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge
and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who
value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent
in living in an interconnected world.
Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Civic and political institutions
address social and political problems
at the local, state, tribal, national,
and/or international level

6.1.12.CivicsPI.1.a: Explain how British North American colonies
adopted the British governance structure to fit their ideas of individual
rights, economic growth, and participatory government.
6.1.12.CivicsPI.3.a: Analyze primary and secondary sources to
determine the extent to which local and state issues, publications, and
the rise of interest group and party politics impacted the development of
democratic institutions and practice
6.1.12.Civics.PI.3.b: Describe how the Supreme Court increased the
power of the national government and promoted national economic
growth during this era.
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Constitutions, laws, treaties, and
international agreements seek to
maintain order at the national,
regional, and international
governance

6.1.12.CivicsPI.2.a: Prepare and articulate a point of view about the
importance of individual rights, separation of powers, and governmental
structure in New Jersey’s 1776 constitution and the United States
Constitution.
6.1.12.CivicsPI.2.b: Examine the emergence of early political parties
and their views on centralized government and foreign affairs and
compare these positions with those of today’s political parties.

Demographic shifts and migration
patterns both influence and are
impacted by social, economic, and
political systems.

6.1.12.GeoPP.2.a: Analyze how the United States has attempted to
account for regional differences while also striving to create an
American identity.

To better understand the historical
perspective, one must consider
historical context.

6.1.12.HistoryUP.2.c: Explain why American ideals put forth in the
Constitution have been denied to different groups of people throughout
time (i.e., due process, rule of law and individual rights).

Evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources and interpretations
can be used to develop a reasoned
argument about the past.

6.1.12.HistoryCA.2.a: Research multiple perspectives to explain the
struggle to create an American identity.

Chronological sequencing serves as a
tool for analyzing past and present
events

6.1.12.HistoryCC.2.b: Assess the importance of the intellectual origins
of the Foundational Documents and assess their importance on the
spread of democracy around the world (i.e., Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, and Bill of Rights).

Global economic activities involve
decisions based on national interests,
the exchange of different units of
exchange, decisions of public and
private institutions, and the ability to
distribute goods and services safely

6.3.12.EconGE.1: Participate in a simulated meeting (e.g., President's
Council, World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), research
evidence from multiple sources about an economic problem (e.g.,
inflation, unemployment, deficit), and develop a plan of action.

Unit Essential Questions
●Why did the Articles of Confederation fail?
●What was the immediate impact of Shays’ Rebellion?
●What motivated the Framers? Were they elitists or pragmatists
●Why create a republican form of government?
●Why create a federal system of government?
●What is the purpose of checks and balances and separation of powers?
●Why are plurality systems democratic but unstable?
Summative Assessment –  (2 days)
Students will answer a released DBQ from a previous AP Government test. They will peer review their answers and
submit finizalized, edited versions. Grades will be determined using the AP scoring system for DBQs.

Equipment needed: Laptops
Teacher Resources: Released AP Government Test

Formative Assessments                                       Alternative Assessments
●Tests/quizzes
●Debates

●Evaluation questions
●Outlines
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●DBQ
Lesson Plans

Lesson Timeframe
Lesson 1

Weaknesses of the Articles and Causes of the
Convention

4 days

Lesson 2
The Constitutional Convention, focusing on
the various plans and historical context for
the development of the Constitution

3 days

Lesson 3
The Bill of Rights and the Amendments 4 days

Lesson 4
The Constitution in Practice 3 days

Lesson 5
Federalism 3 days
Lesson 6

Early Applications of Federalism and the
Courts 3 days

Lesson 7
The New Deal and Federalism Redefined 3 days

Lesson 8
Modern Federalism and the Rebirth of States’

Rights 3 days
Lesson 9

Federalism and Education 2 days
Teacher Notes:
AP Central Website for released tests: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/

Curriculum Development Resources:
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
United States Government and Politics: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam-Textbook
Gilder Lehrman website
Digital Resources
YouTube
Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook
Various Websites both government and higher education based
AP class website
Princeton Review test prep book

Unit II Overview
Content Area: AP U.S. Government
Unit Title: Public Opinion and the Media
Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12
Unit Summary
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In this unit, students will analyze the effects that media and public opinion plays in influencing the government.
This will include a study of how politicians craft their messages in the media. Attention will also be paid to the
shift in media from traditional forms like newspapers to social media. There will also be a focus on the role of
the 24 hour news media cycle. Students will attempt to identify bias in media reports and the role that plays in
public opinion. They will study the role the media plays in shaping policy, its function as a government
watchdog, and the seriousness, or lack thereof, in its coverage and analysis.

Interdisciplinary Standards:

RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RI.11-12.8. Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global texts, including the application of
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
• 8.2.12.EC.2: Assess the positive and negative impacts of emerging technologies on developing countries and evaluate
how individuals, non-profit
• 8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a technology on the
individual, culture, society, and environment and share this information with the appropriate audience.organizations, and
governments have responded.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills:
9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6).
• 9.4.12.IML.9: Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within information and
media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4).

Learning Targets
Standards

● Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills
to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that
reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Civic and political institutions
address social and political
problems at the local, state, tribal,
national, and/or international level.

6.1.12.CivicsPI.3.a Analyze primary and secondary sources to determine
the extent to which local and state issues, publications, and the rise of
interest group and party politics impacted the development of democratic
institutions and practices.

Historical events and developments
were shaped by the unique

6.1.12.HistoryCC.3.a Evaluate the role of religion, music, literature, and
media in shaping contemporary American culture over different time
periods.
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circumstances of time and place as
well as broader historical contexts.
Understanding the interrelated
patterns of change by examining
multiple events allows for a clearer
understanding of the significance of
individuals and groups.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.5.a Evaluate how events led to the creation of labor
and agricultural organizations and determine the impact of those
organizations on workers’ rights, the economy, and politics across time
periods.

Evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources and
interpretations can be used to
develop a reasoned argument about
the past.

6.1.12.HistoryCA.5.a Assess the effectiveness of public education in
fostering national unity and American values and in helping people meet
their economic needs and expectations.

Governments and financial
institutions influence monetary and
fiscal policies.

6.1.12.EconoNM.10.b: Compare and contrast the economic ideologies of
the two major political parties regarding the role of government during
the New Deal and today.

Historical events and developments
were shaped by the unique
circumstances of time and place as
well as broader historical contexts.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.e Analyze ideological differences and other factors
that contributed to the Cold War and to United States involvement in
conflicts intended to contain communism, including the Korean War, the
Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War.

Complex interacting factors
influence people’s perspective

6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a Determine the extent to which suburban living and
television supported conformity and stereotyping during this time period,
while new music, art, and literature acted as catalysts for the
counterculture movement.

Constitutions establish a system of
government that has powers,
responsibilities, and limits that can
change over time.

6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.d Use primary sources representing multiple
perspectives and data to determine the effectiveness of the federal
government in addressing health care, income equality, and immigration

An understanding of the role of an
individual as a member of a state,
the rights and responsibilities of
citizens, how civic values are
determined and practiced, and
examples of how civic identity and
values in one place are different in
other places, is essential.

6.1.12.CivicsCM.14.b Use a variety of evidence, including quantitative
data, to evaluate the impact community groups and state policies have
had on increasing the youth vote.

Unit Essential Questions
● What is public opinion?
● What is the public agenda and how is it shaped?
● How is public opinion measured?
● What effect does the media have on public opinion, beliefs, and behavior?
● How has the internet impacted public opinion and media consumption?
● What is the role of alternative media sources for future elections in the 21st century?

Evidence of Learning

Summative Assessment:
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Students will create a chart detailing their own ideologies as well as five family members. Written explanations
in essay form for their beliefs will come from student-family member interviews.

Equipment needed: Laptops
Teacher Resources: Google Classroom,

Formative Assessments
● Tests/quizzes
● Debates
● Graphic Organizers

● Evaluation questions
● Outlines

Lesson Plans
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
The Media, Polls, and Public Opinion

4 days
Lesson 2

Ideologies and Related Factors
3 days

Lesson 3
Methodologies 3 days

Lesson 4
History of the Media and Government 2 days

Lesson 5
Roles of the Media 3 days

Lesson 6
Freedom of the Press 2 days

Lesson 7
Media Responsibility 2 days

Lesson 8
Contemporary Reporting and New Media 3 days

Lesson 9
Lapses in Journalistic Integrity 2 days

Teacher Notes: AP Central Website for subject related practice questions: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/

Curriculum Development Resources:
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
United States Government and Politics: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam-Textbook
Gilder Lehrman website
Digital Resources
YouTube
Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook
Various Websites both government and higher education based
AP class website
Princeton Review test prep book
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Unit III Overview
Content Area: AP U.S. Government
Unit Title: Parties, Interest Groups, PACs and More
Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will explore the characteristics of political parties in the United States, the functions of
modern parties, ideas of coalitions, party realignment throughout history, ideological differences between the
parties, and the growing influence of third parties and their candidates. Students will also study the role interest
groups and lobbyists play in our republic, examine the pros and cons of their work, the influence they may have,
limits on lobbying, and the rise of the PAC and SuperPAC. Special attention will be paid to the recent Citizens
United ruling by the Supreme Court and what that means for future elections. 527 groups will be discussed as a
subcategory of this.

Interdisciplinary Standards:

RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
• 8.1.12.IC.3: Predict the potential impacts and implications of emerging technologies on larger social, economic, and
political structures, using evidence from credible sources.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills:
9.1.12.EG.5: Relate a country’s economic system of production and consumption to building personal wealth, the
mindset of social comparison, and achieving societal responsibilities.

Learning Targets
Standards

● Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape
the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Advancements in technology and
investments in capital goods and
human capital increase economic
growth and standards of living.

6.1.12.EconNE.16.b Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact
of new and emerging technologies on individuals and nations.

To better understand the historical
perspective, one must consider
historical context.

6.1.12.HistoryUP.16.a Analyze the impact of American culture on other
world cultures and determine the impact of social media on the
dissemination of American culture.
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6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.c: Explain why women, African Americans, Native
Americans, Asian Americans, and other minority groups often expressed
a strong sense of nationalism despite the discrimination they experienced
in the military and workforce.

Civic participation and deliberation
are essential characteristics of
individuals who support democracy
and its principles.

6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a Construct a claim to describe how media and
technology has impacted civic participation and deliberation.

Evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources and interpretations
can be used to develop a reasoned
argument about the past.

6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.a Analyze campaign speeches and debates and
other sources to determine the extent to which presidential candidates’
rhetoric was inclusive, expansive, stereotypical or biased.
6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs,
products (i.e., art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping
contemporary American culture.

Historical sources and evidence
provide an understanding of different
points of view about historical
events.

6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a Explore the various ways women, racial and
ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ community, and individuals with
disabilities have contributed to the American economy, politics and
society.

Personal interests and perspectives
impact the application of civic
virtues, democratic principles,
constitutional rights, and universal
human rights.

6.1.12.CivicsDP.14.a  Draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence
to determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, special
interest groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public
policy.

Historical events and developments
were shaped by the unique
circumstances of time and place as
well as broader historical contexts.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.3.a Evaluate the role of religion, music, literature, and
media in shaping contemporary American culture over different time
periods.

Unit Essential Questions
● What coalitions make up the main parties in the United States?
● Why do third parties fail in the U.S.?
● Why may they finally be on the rise?
● Are there serious policy differences between Democrats and Republicans?
● Who supports the parties and why? How may be changing?
● How does the Constitution control special interests?
● Are interest groups a threat to democracy?
● What techniques do PACs use to get their message across?
● How do interest groups achieve and exert their influence?

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment (5 days): Students will work in pairs and side to argue in the Citizens United case.
They will research the background of the case and read the rulings of the courts. They will also research the
ramifications the case has had on the elections process. They will then choose a side to argue in an Oxford style
debate.

Equipment needed: Laptops
Teacher Resources: JSTOR website
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Formative Assessments
● Tests/quizzes
● Debates
● DBQ

● Evaluation questions
● Outlines
● Primary Sources

Lesson Plans
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
Parties and elections 4 days

Lesson 2
History of the Two Party System 2 days

Lesson 3
Minor Parties 2 day

Lesson 4
Interest Groups 2 days

Lesson 5
Ethics and Reform of Interest Groups 3 days

Lesson 6
Campaign Finance 2 days

Lesson 7
Patterns of Voting and Changes 3 days

Teacher Notes: AP Central Website for subject related practice questions: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/

Curriculum Development Resources
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
United States Government and Politics: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam-Textbook
Gilder Lehrman website
Digital Resources
YouTube
Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook
Various Websites both government and higher education based
AP class website
Princeton Review test prep book

Unit IV Overview
Content Area: AP U.S. Government
Unit Title: Elections and the Process
Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12
Unit Summary
In this unit students explore the process of elections. Students will examine the nomination process and the role
of conventions in this process. Students will also analyze how campaigns are financed. Emphasis will be placed
on the Electoral College and examine the pros and cons of this quirk of the American electoral process.
Attention will also be paid to the media and how it can influence elections, with a focus on how the election of
2016 resets the role of the media and election coverage by the press. Finally ideas like voter mandates and split
ticket voting will be visited and discussed.
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Interdisciplinary Standards:

RI.11-12.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge)
documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features, including primary
source documents relevant to U.S. and/or global history.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source technologies has had on
innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills:
9.4.2.IML.4: Compare and contrast the way information is shared in a variety of contexts (e.g., social, academic, athletic)
(e.g., 2.2.2.MSC.5, RL.2.9).

Learning Targets
Standards

● Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills
to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that
reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Civic participation and deliberation
are essential characteristics of
individuals who support democracy
and its principles.

6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a Construct a claim to describe how media and
technology has impacted civic participation and deliberation.

Historical, contemporary, and
emerging processes, rules, laws, and
policies are modified as societies
change in an effort to promote the
common good and strive to protect
human rights.

6.1.12.CivicsPR.16.a Analyze government efforts to address intellectual
property rights, personal privacy, and other ethical issues in science,
medicine, and business that arise from the global use of new technologies.

Complex interacting factors
influence people’s perspective

6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.b Make evidenced-based inferences about the role
of partisan politics in presidential impeachments and trials.

Constitutions, laws, treaties, and
international agreements seek to
maintain order at the national,
regional, and international levels of
governance.

6.1.12.CivicsPI.2.b Examine the emergence of early political parties and
their views on centralized government and foreign affairs and compare
these positions with those of today’s political parties.

To better understand the historical
perspective, one must consider
historical context

6.1.12.HistoryUP.2.c Explain why American ideals put forth in the
Constitution have been denied to different groups of people throughout
time (i.e., due process, rule of law and individual rights).

Civic and political institutions
address social and political
problems at the local, state, tribal,
national, and/or international level.

6.1.12.CivicsPI.3.a Analyze primary and secondary sources to determine
the extent to which local and state issues, publications, and the rise of
interest group and party politics impacted the development of democratic
institutions and practices.
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Unit Essential Questions
● Does the media place too much emphasis on unimportant issues in campaigns?
● Why do incumbents win at such high rates?
● Why is voter turnout low in the U.S.?
● What is the impact of primary elections?
● Why do political parties have problems holding their coalitions together?
● Why is soft money seen as a threat to elections?
● Why did the Supreme Court have a problem with limits on PACs?
● What accounts for the gender gap?

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessments (1 day) Document Based Question from Released Test

Equipment needed: Laptops
Teacher Resources: DBQ from AP Website

Formative Assessments
● Tests/quizzes
● Debates
● DBQ

● Evaluation questions
● Outlines

Lesson Plans
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
History of Elections 4 days

Lesson 2
Polls and Policy 3 days

Lesson 3
Road to the White House 3 days

Lesson 4
Congressional Campaigns 2 days

Lesson 5
Shifting Party Identities 3 days

Lesson 6
Impact of Women and Minorites on Elections 3 days

Lesson 7
Patterns of Voting 3 days

Lesson 8
Connecting with the Public 3 days

Lesson 9
Role of the FEC 3 day

Teacher Notes: AP Central Website for released DBQ: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/
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Curriculum Development Resources:
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
United States Government and Politics: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam-Textbook
Gilder Lehrman website
Digital Resources
YouTube
Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook
Various Websites both government and higher education based
AP class website
Princeton Review test prep book

Unit V Overview
Content Area: AP U.S. Government
Unit Title: Institutions of Government
Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will analyze the institutions that make up the federal government. The structure of all three
branches will be covered in depth, including an examination of voting rights and determination of representation
(districting). The powers of each branch will be examined along with the federal bureaucracy and its many, many
parts. The rules governing each branch will be studied. Notable legislation and Supreme Court cases will be
discussed as will how the federal bureaucracy operates. Ideas about civil service, conflict of interest, and
legislation to prevent it will also be addressed.
Interdisciplinary Standards:

RI.11-12.8. Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global texts, including the application of constitutional
principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises,
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
•8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source technologies has had on
innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills:
9.4.2.IML.4: Compare and contrast the way information is shared in a variety of contexts (e.g., social, academic, athletic)
(e.g., 2.2.2.MSC.5, RL.2.9).

Learning Targets
Standards

● Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape
the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
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Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Civic deliberation requires
civic dispositions, attentiveness
to multiple perspectives, and
understanding diverse
perspectives.

6.1.12.CivicsPD.14.a  Draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence to
explain the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding
spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social reforms.

Demographic shifts and
migration patterns both
influence and are impacted by
social, economic, and political
systems

6.1.12.GeoPP.14.b Use evidence to document how regionalization, urbanization,
and suburbanization have led to social and economic reform movements in New
Jersey and the United States.

Political and economic
decisions throughout time have
influenced cultural and
environmental characteristics.

6.1.12.GeoHE.14.aEvaluate the impact of individual, business, and government
decisions and actions on the environment and climate change and assess the
efficacy of government policies and agencies in New Jersey and the United
States in addressing these decisions.

Governments and financial
institutions influence monetary
and fiscal policies.

6.1.12.EconNE.14.a Use economic indicators to evaluate the effectiveness of
state and national fiscal (i.e., government spending and taxation) and monetary
(i.e., interest rates) policies.

Constitutions establish a
system of government that has
powers, responsibilities, and
limits that can change over
time.

6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.b Use case studies and evidence to evaluate the effectiveness
of the checks and balances system in preventing one branch of national
government from usurping too much power during contemporary times.
6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.c Analyze how the Supreme Court has interpreted the
Constitution to define and expand individual rights and use evidence to
document the long-term impact of these decisions on the protection of civil and
human rights.
6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.d Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives and
data to determine the effectiveness of the federal government in addressing
health care, income equality, and immigration.

Multiple economic indicators
are used to measure the health
of an economy

6.1.12.EconNE.9.a Explain how economic indicators are used to evaluate the
health of the economy (i.e., gross domestic product, the consumer price index,
the national debt, and the trade deficit).

Civic and political institutions
address social and political
problems at the local, state,
tribal, national, and/or
international level

6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.a Draw from multiple perspectives to evaluate the
effectiveness and fairness of the processes by which local, state, and national
officials are elected.

Unit Essential Questions
●Why do congressional incumbents have an advantage over challengers?
●Why did the Supreme Court strike down majority-minority voting districts?
●Why does Congress maintain a seniority system?
●What is it about the way Congress operates that promotes factionalism?
●Why has it been argued that Congress contributes to the fragmentation of policy making?
●Why do we hate Congress, but love our Congressperson?
●Why would members of Congress vote against campaign finance?
●Why would the Senate engage in a filibuster?
●What are the powers of the leaders of the Senate and the House?
●What effects have the cost of campaigning had on the legislative process?
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Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment (10 days) Students, outside of class, will compare various acts by either the federal
government or agency and assess the impact that it has had on the American people both pro and con. Any court
rulings stemming from their policies will also be examined. In doing so, students will write a paper or construct a
media presentation that depicts the effects on the American people

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up, DVD player
Teacher Resources: YouTube, Library, JSTOR Website

Formative Assessments
● Tests/quizzes
● Debates
● DBQ

● Evaluation questions
● Outlines
● Primary Sources

Lesson Plans
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
History of Congress 3 days

Lesson 2
Powers of Congress 3 days

Lesson 3
The Legislative Institution 3 days

Lesson 4
History of the Presidence 3 days

Lesson 5
Presidential Roles 2 days

Lesson 6
The Vice President 2 day

Lesson 7
Administering the Executive Branch 3 days

Lesson 8
History of the Supreme Court 3 days

Lesson 9
The Modern Supreme Court 3 days

Lesson 10
The Court and Other Branches 3 days

Lesson 11
Growth of the Bureaucracy 3 days

Lesson 12
Bureaucratic Culture and Contemporary Issues 4 days

Teacher Notes: AP Central Website for subject related practice questions: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/

Curriculum Development Resources:
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
United States Government and Politics: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam-Textbook
Gilder Lehrman website
Digital Resources
YouTube
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Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook
Various Websites both government and higher education based
AP class website
Princeton Review test prep book

Unit VI Overview
Content Area: AP U.S. Government and Politics
Unit Title: Public Policy
Target Course/Grade Level: 10-12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will examine how public policy is created. What the agenda is and how the policy will be
formulated and adopted is researched. The obstacles that need to be overcome to implement policies will also be
investigated. Ideas on economic policy will be explored including the fight between the Austrian model and the
Keynesian model. Trade policy will be addressed including the ramifications from policies like NAFTA. Domestic
policies like Social Security and welfare will be examined. Foreign policy will be examined through the lens of
history, with a focus on how events have shaped policy and law in the United States.
Interdisciplinary Standards:

RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
• 8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source technologies has had on
innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills:
9.2.12.CAP.16: Explain why taxes are withheld from income and the relationship of federal, state, and local taxes
(e.g., property, income, excise, and sales) and how the money collected is used by local, county, state, and federal
governments.

Learning Targets
Standards

● Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape
the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.

Core Ideas Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)
Civic deliberation requires civic
dispositions, attentiveness to multiple
perspectives, and understanding
diverse perspectives.

6.1.12.CivicsPD.14.a Draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence to
explain the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding
spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social
reforms.

Resources impact what is produced
and employment opportunities.

6.1.12.EconET.3.a Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic
development of the United States and to the quality of life of individuals.
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Advancements in technology and
investments in capital goods and
human capital increase economic
growth and standards of living

6.1.12.EconNE.3.a Evaluate the impact of education in improving
economic opportunities and in the development of responsible citizens.

Governments affect both public and
private markets through regulation,
taxation, budget allocations,
subsidies, tariffs, price regulation,
and policies that increase or reduce
production possibilities.

6.1.12.EconEM.5.a: Assess the impact of governmental efforts to regulate
industrial and financial systems in order to provide economic stability.

Multiple economic indicators are
used to measure the health of an
economy.

6.1.12.EconNE.5.b: Analyze the cyclical nature of the economy and the
impact of periods of expansion and recession on businesses and
individuals.

Governments and financial
institutions influence monetary and
fiscal policies.

6.1.12.EconNE.6.a Analyze the impact of money, investment, credit,
savings, debt, and financial institutions on the development of the nation
and the lives of individuals.

Understanding the interrelated
patterns of change by examining
multiple events allows for a clearer
understanding of the significance of
individuals and groups.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.6.b Compare and contrast the foreign policies of
American presidents during this time period and analyze how these
presidents contributed to the United States becoming a world power.

Social and political systems
throughout time have promoted and
denied civic virtues and democratic
principles.

6.1.12.CivicsDP.7.a Evaluate the impact of government policies designed
to promote patriotism and to protect national security during times of war
on individual rights (i.e., the Espionage Act and the Sedition Amendment).

Evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources and interpretations
can be used to develop a reasoned
argument about the past.

6.1.12.HistoryCA.7.c Evaluate the American government's response to the
rise of authoritarian regimes between the world wars and compare that
response to the rise of a modern authoritarian regime (e.g., North Korea,
Venezuela, Syria, China, Iran).

Historical, contemporary, and
emerging processes, rules, laws, and
policies are modified as societies
change in an effort to promote the
common good and strive to protect
human rights.

6.1.12.CivicsPR.10.b Assess the effectiveness of governmental policies
enacted during the New Deal period in protecting the welfare of
individuals (i.e.,  FDIC, NLRB, and Social Security).

Political and economic decisions
throughout time have influenced
cultural and environmental
characteristics.

6.1.12.GeoHE.13.a Construct an argument on the effectiveness of
environmental movements, their influence on public attitudes, and the
efficacy of the government’s environmental protection agencies and laws.

Unit Essential Questions
● Why do poor people have the least political power in the U.S.?
● What role does federalism play in the implementation of social welfare policy?
● Why is it so difficult to pass social welfare policy?
● Why are entitlement programs always a threat to the budget-making process?
● Why can it be said that the president is a secondary player when it comes to the economy?
● Why is it so difficult to write a budget for the U.S.?
● How can the president use the budget-making process to control his policy initiatives?
● How is defense policy shaped?
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● How has defense policy changed over the years by different administrations and historical context?
● What rights and civil liberties have been impacted by events home and abroad?
● How have environmental concerns affected government policy?
● Why is there a natural struggle between state and federal concerns when it comes to domestic policy?

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment (10 days) Students will analyze and debate the effectiveness of the bureaucratic state of
America. The exercise will culminate in a written paper and an in-class debate discussing the need to maintain the
state or to shrink it, citing examples on how the bureaucracy works, fiscal and tax policy.

Equipment needed: Teacher computer/projection set-up
Teacher Resources: YouTube, Primary Sources, Secondary Sources of Various Political and Economic Writers

Formative Assessments
● Tests/quizzes
● Debates

● Evaluation questions
● Outlines
● Primary Sources

Lesson Plans
Lesson Timeframe
Lesson 1
Budget and Budgetary Process 4 days
Lesson 2
Trade and Financial Policy 5 days
Lesson 3
The Bureaucracy, Policy and Politics 7 days
Lesson 4
Social Welfare Policy 4 days
Lesson 5
Environmental Policy 4 days
Lesson 6
Economic Ideology 3 days
Lesson 7
Monetary Policy 3 days
Lesson 8
Fiscal Policy and Taxation 5 days
Lesson 9
Debt and Globalization 4 days
Lesson 10
National Defense Framework and Structure 2 days
Lesson 11
Brief History of War and Diplomacy 3 days
Lesson 12
Human Rights and Strategic Interests 4 days
Teacher Notes: AP Central Website for subject related practice questions: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/
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Curriculum Development Resources:
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
United States Government and Politics: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam-Textbook
Gilder Lehrman website
Digital Resources
YouTube
Fordham University Halsall Modern History Sourcebook
Various Websites both government and higher education based
AP class website
Princeton Review test prep book

Differentiation Curriculum Addendum

Considerations for IEP/504 students:

Classroom Instruction:
● All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized Education Plan

(IEP).
● Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for classified students

based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP.
● In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the special education teacher

will be responsible for support in modifying the curriculum for the students, informing the classroom
teacher of the modifications, and directing instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly.

● Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education teachers.

Modifications:
· Modifications include but are not limited to:
Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on disability, preferential
seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive technology and rewording/repeating or clarifying
directions.

In-class Assessments:
· All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers should modify
tests for classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular education classroom or completed
with the inclusion teacher in another location with additional time. Students may be tested separately
according to the IEP.
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· Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in accordance with their
IEP.

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs):

Classroom Instruction:
● Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language Proficiency level.

Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher assigned to the building.
● General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for ELLs with the

assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and content learning.
● In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general education teacher will be

responsible for identifying language objectives and additional instructional strategies that improve
proficiency in English and academic success of ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary
scaffolds to promote student learning will be shared with the general education teacher for daily lessons
that are aligned to District Curricula, NJSLS, and WIDA Standards.  The general Education teacher and
ESL teacher will be co-teachers for a predetermined amount of classroom instruction.

● Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –
· Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound correspondences,
syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported with connections to their native language,
native language text and/or resources, graphic organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames,
cloze activities, modeling, working with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English)
or specific sections of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text.
· Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.
· Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond.
· Work in small groups or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic content language
talk and grade level modeling.
· Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrate an understanding of academic
language particular to specific content.
· Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences.
· Have students provide examples/explanations of the main idea in simple sentences.  Revisions show
an attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic content vocabulary and Linguistic
Complexity by expanding and varying sentence structures and using correct punctuation.
· Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match drawings with new
vocabulary (adjective word wall, content word walls) that might correspond.
· Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills and develop
English fluency.

20



· Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and synthesize.
· Study Guides
· Technology Supports

In-Class Assessments:
● All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support student’s English

Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular education teachers to provide appropriate
differentiation for assessing ELLs.

Considerations for At Risk Students:

● At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The committee works to
understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance level in school and to create and
implement a plan that is carried out by a variety of staff members in the building.

● Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided with a copy of the plan
and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  There are academic as well as behavioral goals
that are listed for the students with recommended strategies unique to each individual.

● Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will help the student
improve his/her performance while applying appropriate behavioral strategies consistent with the needs
of the student.

● Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified timeframe for the plan.

Classroom instruction:
● Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all students in their class.

The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be consistent with the student’s ability and
learning modality.

Modifications:
● Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide students with opportunity

for one on one time for clarification.
● Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep expectations within the

framework of the I&RS plan.
● Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold students to define consequences for not completing

work.
● Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not completing assignments is

unacceptable, all assignments will be completed.
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In Class Assessments:
· At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.
· If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete assessments.

Considerations for Gifted Students:

· Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all students in their
class.
· Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from the student.
· Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge through a
variety of platforms.
· Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual student’s ability in mind.
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